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Model Photography

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴΧ

ω LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ

ω Self taught

ω Never attended a class or course

ω Used film cameras with manual settings until 
converting to digital in 2005



Model Photography - Overview

Camera Types: SLR vs. Pocket

Photography Triad: Aperture, Shutter, ISO

Camera Mechanics: Focus, Depth of Field, Lighting, 
White Balance, Resolution

Hardware: Lenses, Flash, Lights,Tripod

Backgrounds

Setup

Summary and Tips

5ƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴϥǘǎ



Model Photography

Why bother?

ω Documents the work under the paint

ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ

ω Publishing via Web/Newsletter/Magazine

ω aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΧƛǘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ

Techniques discussed apply to any model subject



Model Photography

SLR:
+ Versatile, Adaptable
+ High Quality Images
+ Fast processing+ 
External Accessories 

(Flash, Lenses, etc.)
- Cost

Pocket:
+ Compact
+ Portable 
+ Automatic
+ Affordable
- Limited topresets
- Target audience



Photography Triad

Aperture

ShutterISO



Photography Triad: Aperture, Shutter, ISO

ωVariable opening that controls how much light 
reaches the sensor

ω!ƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŦ ǎǘƻǇέ

ωScale refers to the diameter of the aperture 
opening (f5.6, f22, etc.)

ωWhen photographing models, aperture # 
should be as high as practically possible



Photography Triad:Aperture,Shutter, ISO

ωTrap door 
that opens momentarily to expose the sensor

ωExpressed in seconds (1/60, 1/4, нέΣ млέύ

ωExpect to use shutter speeds of 1 to 5 seconds 
for static model photography, assuming 
aperture is set to high #

ωSettings slower than 1/30 will be blurred if no 
tripod is used!



ωSensitivity to light scale

ωIn the past, film was made in fixed values; 
ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŀƎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ

ωVaries, ranges from 50 to 3200 and AUTO

Low ISO # (50-100)

ωSharp detail

ωNeeds lots of light

ωBest with static subject

High ISO # (800-1600)

ωGrainy or noisy

ωNot as much light needed

ωBest for motion

Photography Triad:Aperture, Shutter, ISO
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